
CHAPTEa I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1. Background of the Study 

As we know, English is considered as the primary 

foreign language. That is ''Thy it is important for us, 

Indonesians, to learn Englis~ as many books are written 

in that language. 

However, it is also a3sumed that many Indonesian 

students still have many problems in mastering English 

as stated by Mrs.Sulaiman, that: 

It has been an important part of the curriculum 
of Indonesian High Schools ever since it was 
adopted as the official foreign language of this 
nation over twenty years ago. There remain 
however, a number of serious problems connected 
with the teaching of English in Indonesian. 1) 

One of the main probl~ms faced by most Indonesian 

students is grammar. This is quite understandable since 

the structure of English is ~uite different from that of 

Indonesian. In English verbs change according to the 

tense while in Indonesian there is no change of verbs to 
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indicate that an action has hfppened, is happening, or is 

going to happen. This, of cour·se, makes the students get 

troubles 1n learning EngliEh while grammar is to be 

learned becauF;e "grammar permE,ates all language skills" 

When carrying out her teaching-practice in SMAKr 

Petra 3 Surabaya, thP writer made some observations on 

the results of the students· English grammar tests. 

From her c•bservation, she fourd out that the students 

really got problems in certair. grammatical items. One of 

the grammatical problems that the students faced was the 

Simple Past Tense. Although the Simple Past Tense l. c• ·-· 

simple in its formation, the Etudents still made a lot 

of mistakE's. In addition their teachers complained about 

their mistakes. Maybe the stu~ents were confused with 

the past formation. that is regular and irregular 

forms since Indonesian langua§e does not have a Past 

Tense form. However, the writer was doubtful whether 

the students· mistakes were caused by their confu-

sion of the past formation or the teacher-s explana-

tion is not clear or any other· aspects. 
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Realizing that Past Te11se is frequently used both 

in oral and written langua~:e and knowing that SMA 

students still face a lot of clifficulties in mastering 

it. the writer is interested ir1 making an error analysis 

on it, so as to know the real cause of the difficulties 

and to find a good solution to the problem. 

1.2. Statement of the Problem 

The problems of this s~;udy are : 

a. What kinds of errclrs are made by the First 

year students of Petra 3 SeJtior High School dealing 

with the English Simple Past 1'ense ? 

b. What are the possillle causes of errors of the 

Simple Past Tense made by tlte First year students of 

Petra 3 Senior High School ? 

1.3. The Objective of the Stud1• 

The objectives of tltis study are mainly : 

a. To identify the kinds of errors the first year 

students of Petra 3 Senior Hi~:h School Surabaya made in 

using the Simple Past Tense. 

b. To try to find the• possible causes of the 

errors. 
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1.4. The Significance of the Study 

The data and informati~n obtained from this study 

are expected to give a clearer picture about what is 

still lacking in the first year students of Petra 3 

Senior High School in learning the Simple Past Tense. 

The findings of this study are also expected to help the 

English teachers of Petra 3 Senior High School to 

anticipate the possible err::lrs made by their future 

students so that they are motivated to search for better 

methods and techniques in teac:1ing the Simple Past tense. 

This is in line with Hendrick3on·s statement (1981), 

knowing about errors is important as errors provide 

feedback. They tell the tea·::her something about the 

effectiveness of his teaching naterials and his teaching 

techniques, and show him what parts of the syllabus he 

has been following have been inadequately learned or 

taught and need further attention".3 

Hopefully, by so doing, the teaching result and 

the students· learning outcome will be maximized. 

3 
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1.5. Limitation of the Study. 

The writer limitE the st.11dy only on the SMAK 

Petra 3 jlr1. Kalianyar 43 Sur,ibaya and the students that 

the writer observed are the first year students for the 

reason that they have just b•~en taught the Simple Past 

Ter1ee. 

This study only conc•~rns with the errors in the 

Simple Past Tense in the writ-~en test, in this case the 

form of the verbs in the affi:~mative sentences, negative 

sentences, and interrogative 11entences, 

Since this study uses Split-half method, the 

writer administered the try-c,ut test only once and then 

the real test in order to get the data. 

For the classificatic'n of the errors, she uses 

Brown's classification, namElly : errors of addition, 

errors of omission, errors of substitution, and errors of 

ordering. 

1.6. Theoretical Framework 

This study is planned to be based on the theories 

of 

1. Error is an indication of the difficulties that 

learners had with certairt aspects of the language, 

which could be explained b3• the persistence of habits 



of the mother tongue and their transfer to the new 

language".4 

2. Error Analysis involves "::;ollecting errors, studying 

them, classifying them in various ways and suggesting 

th(::: pos.c;ible calJ.se". 5 

.3. Simple Past Tense is "the tense normally used for the 

relation e>f past events".6 

1.7. Assumptions 

This study is carried out under the assumptions 

that the students have already been taught the Simple 

Past Tense. It is stated in the Garis-garis Besar Program 

Pengajaran that the Simple Past Tense is taught in the 

first semester students of senior high school. 7 

It is also assumed that the students have already learnt 

negative sentences, yes-no questions and informative 

questions. 
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1.8. Definition of the Key-terrrs 

To make the title cl.earer. the writer would 

define some of the terms used. 

1. Error -, c• 
.L•..J a noticable deviation from the -3.clul t 

grammar of a native speaker. reflecting the interlan-

guage t f t 1.. l - ' " 8 compe,ence o ,,,e ectJ.ner. 

2. Error Analy~;iE; is " a procedure which involves col-

lecting sample of learner language, identifying 

the errors in the sample, describing these errors, 

the errorf:; according their 

hypothesized cBuses, and e1aluating the serlousness 

of errors.9 

3. Pae;t Tense is " the tense that it: u::::ed to express 

activities that existed or ~ccured in the past.lO 

8 
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1.9. Organization of the Thesis 

This thesis consists <)f five chapters. Chapter I 

presents the background, th•! statement of the problem, 

the objective, the significan·~e of the study, the limita

tion of the study, the theoretical framework, the assump

tions, the definition of key-terms, and the organization 

of this study. Ch~pter II desls with the review of the 

r·elated literature. the the~ry of English Simple Past 

Tense, and the review of the related studies. Chapter III 

presents the methodology of the study which consists of 

the research design, the population and sample for this 

study, the instruments for this study, the procedures 

of collecting the data, and the procedure for analyzing 

the data. Chapter IV discusses the data analysis, 

the frequency of the errors occurence, and the interpre

tation of findirtgs. Chapter V is the conclusion which 

presents the results of this study and some suggestions 

concerning the study. 


