CHAPTER I

TNTRODUCTION

1.1. The Background of the study

In the tesching and learning of Bnglish at the SMA,
grammatical lessons take most of the teaching time. As we
realize that the English teachers in SMA seem to emphasize
the teaching of grammar more than the teaching
of other skills of language for they consider gfammar as a
fundamental part. They thought that a student who 1is
unsucecessful in mastering the formal structure rof the
language might not be able to communicate effectively. Thus
grammar, one of the language oomﬁonents should be mastered
by the learners if they want their ubtterances to be
understood.

If we look st the curriculum of 1984, we can see
that there are a lot of drammatical items that should bhe

taught and learned by the SMA students. The adverbial
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clause ig one of the compulsory grammatical items £

b

should be mastered by +the SMA students. We can se

O

that the General Instructional Objectives for teaching the
adverbial ~lause is that Lhe SMA stadents should he able
to abserve, to classify and to apply the adverhial eclause
sentence  patierns. The adverhisl oclause 1 stated as the

material of sub-topic 14.1.2 in the second semester of the



first vear of EMA students for fLwe hours,
However, during her teaching ss a private teacher

and her PPL, the writer finds out that some students in

0l

the courze of learning Englizh structure come  across a
1ot of difficulties. One of the difficulties she
obhserves 15 the problem of lzarning the English senterncs
structure. One cannct understand it witheout having a
clear wunderstanding of each part that comprises the
sentence. Sentences as we know, can be simple, complex or
compound. The writer observes that the meost difficult one
iz a complex sentence because a complex sentence consists
of various tyrpes of clauses. Dne of them is the adverbial
clause which the writer would like to discuss in this

the
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sis

Adverbial clause is a part of a ecomplex sentence.

The writer observes that the adverbizl rclause 1is widely

used and it occupies major parts of writing. So it is

important to know and to understand it properly. Martha

Schaefer states that "A good place to begin luproving your

writing is with study of sentence structure. The structure

the basic unit of writing. It is the building block of
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thought and the foundation of all - communication through
1

wopds”

1 Martha Schaefer, The Writing Process @ Step
by Step, Winthrop Publisher, Inc., Cambridge.
Massschusetts. ,1875.,p.1.




Unfortunately, the writer has found ocut that in the

teaching and learning rprocess the adverbial clause is

a

not  properly presented. It scems that English teachers in
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the OSMA emphasize on the grammatical items (language
usage} without paying attention to the language use to
communicate with others. As e result, what the students
have is Jjust a set of rules.

It seems that many teachers think that the goal of
teaching and learning English in the SMA is not primarily
for communication. The mastering of English grammar is to
help the students understand reading. However, if we
lock in GPPP 1984, we can see that there are conversation
exercises. So I think that communication 1is a part of
teaching and learning English in the SMA.

In this thesis, the writer would like to present an
approach which can be used in teaching grammar so that the
knowledge of it might be useful for communication. The
writer, however, would only take a part of grammar for her
thesis that is the adverbial clause with the wmethod of
teaching it. The writer chooses this topie because she
has found out thst the adverbial clause is one of the
compulsory  toplce in the ourricenlum 19384, As  for the
approach which the writer thinks suitable in  teaching
grawmar Tor communicabtlorn is communicative approach. The
writer helieves that the teaching of grammar

communicatively will give better result bhan traditionally.



A

Corrmunicative approach in Ltesching a foreign
language 15 widely used nowadays. Zons  foreign fteachers
argue that tesching grammar by wmeans of  grammaticoal

apprroach iz less successfnl. They say  thst  after Lhe
students finish studying a foreign language, they still
cannot use it for communicabtion (language usge). Therefore
forelgn languagds teachers Lry Lo find other methods which

English for communication.
[n]

&
This method i labelled ags comminicative approach.
Sagalowitz cimts inm his research report that

students learning French as & second language in  Canada
who have highly gdrammatical competence through grammatical
approach hut get less Lraining in comunication and
sociclinguistic, tend to have negative attitude toc French
and to the native speakers of French. Sagalowitz thinks
that the negative attitude 1is due +to the students’
inability to use French communicatively.

Savignon states in his research report that students

who have heen given chances to spesl frowm the first lesson

2. E. Sadtono, "Communicative Approach”, Malang. ,
FPES Unpubliahed raper., 1985, p.85.

2. N SBsgalowitz, Communicstive Incompetence and Lhie
Mon—-fluent Blllngugl, Canadian Journal of Behavioural
Scienge™, 1976, 0.122-131 (Quoted from E.Sadtono in  Com-

municative Approach )



in learning 0 foreign longusge will have better
achievement +than those whe do not have chances  to speak
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with  bthe native speskers
groups  have the s=ame high achievement in  the fest o
language using the conventiconal test  standard. The
implication is that the traditional standard test which is
used to measure the language skills are not valid
measurement Lo measure the language in resal situation.
Besides that, the students’ desire to speak themselves out
without paying attention to the errors that may happen
4

would increase the language accuracy.

Because of those facts, it seems right to say that
communicative approach is +the most suitable way of
teaching English for communication. The communicative
approach emphasizes the ability of expressing the idea
without too much stress on the perfection of grammar. The
ample grammatical desription of the adverbial clause in
Chapter III presents the possibilities that can be
manipulated 1in using the adverbial clause.

Thus, the writer 1in this thesis is interested in
discussing what the adverbial clause is and how to +teach

it communicatively.
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4 Sandrsa J.Savignon, "Teaching
Communication"”,Forumn, volume ¥VI, April 1978, no 2.




1.2 The statement of the problem

Many ©MA students find it difficult o understand
and to use the adverbial clausze for communication because
the IEnglish teachers in the SMA seem to stress on the

grammatical items without paying attention to the langfuag

o

‘use. Realizing this fact, the writer would like to present
the desription of the adverbial clause along with the
method of fteaching it in her thesis in the hope that the
presentation will help the students and the teachers to
overcome their difficulties. So the problem is how do we
teach the adverbial clause communicatively for +the SMA

students.

I.3. The aim of the study

The aim of the study is to give a suggested
technique of teaching the adverbial clause communicatively
which may develop students’ competences to use them

properly.

1.4. The significance of the study
The writer hopes that this study would be helpful
1.4 1. To encouragde the SMA students
to learn the adverbial clause more deeply.
1.4 2. To help tﬁe English teachers, particularly
the EMA teachers to *teach the adverbial

clase communilcatively



1.5. The limitation of the study

In +his thesis, “*he writer liwmits herself o the

Lteaching - f thez adverbisal clause communicatively
especrially for SMA students. The communicative approach

which the writer uses in this thesis hazed on  th

i

theories proposed by Van Eck, Christina Bratt Paulston and

HMary Hewhbon Bruder, and Geoffrey N.Leech.

I.6. The definitions of the key terms

To make the discussion easier, the writer would
like +o0 give definitions of the key terms used in thisg
thesis. They are
adverbial clause : According to Marcella Frank, an

adverbial clause iz a clause that

does +the wark of an adverd in a
| -4

i)
sentence.
communicative- : According to Christina Bratt
approarch Paulston, communicative arproach
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is an approach which stresss
teaching roint to get meaning
across in a socially scceptable way

and typically the exercilses contain

5. Marcella Frank, "Modern English, A Practical
Re engee Guide", New Yersey. Prentice Hall,
Inc., 1972.,p.220.




culturally relavant information-—
B

cial interaction rules.

a}

According to Widdowson, communica—
tive aprroach includes all aspects
of language skills namely : medium,

mode, and manner. Medium"” 1is
manifested in usage, so the four
language skills in the traditional
English languagde teaching are
included in the medium. While
"Mode" is the way in which the
langusge system uses the speech
acts of communication, "manner" is
a kind of social activity involved

7
in communication.

Similarly, Savignon says that

teaching communicatively should
include grammatical competence,
soclolinguistic competence,
6. Christina Bratt Paulston and Mary Newton

Bruder, “"Teaching English As A Second Langsuage -
Techniques and Procedures', Winthrop Publisher, Inc,
Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1873,p.59.

7. H.G. Widdowson, "Teaching Language as
Communication”, Oxford Dniversity Press, 1978,p.57-78.




discourse competence and strategic

o, in learning-tonching grammar
communicatively, we should remember
some  characteristics of learning-
teachirg comminicatively. Those are
the =situation, the »Setting, the
topic, the roles of languade users,
the language activities, the
language functions, the language
forms znd the degree of ski11.9
approach > Approach is a set of axioms about
what lenguage is upen which method
of +teeching language is based. To
make it clearer, the writer would
like to give the definition of
approach according to Edward
M. Anthcny. According to him, “An
approach is a set off correlative
assumptions dealing with the nature

of language teaching and learning.

An arproach 1is axiomatic.
3. Savignoh, Sandra J, "Communicative Competence
Theory sand Classroom Practice”, Massachusetts., Addison
Wesley Publishing Company., 1983.,p.35
9. J.A. Van Eck, "The Threshold Level. System
Development. In Adult Language Learning”, Strasbough.,
Counecil of RBurope, 1975.p,4-5.



It describes the nature of the
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1.7. The organizabion of the stLudy

There vare five chapters presented in this thesis
with the following organization.

Chapter I is the introduction. It consists of the
background of the study, the statement of the problems,
the aims of the study, the significance of the study,
the limitation of the study, the definition of +the key
terms and the organization o the study.

Chapter II concerns with ths review of related
literature which consists of books that are the source
related to this study. Among others are "Teaching English

as a Second Language” by Christina Bratt Paulston and

11
Mary Newton Bruder, "Teaching English as Communication”
12
by G.P.Widdowson, “Principles of Pragmatics” by.Geoffrey

13

N. Leech.

10, Edward M. Anthony, JAvproaches Method and
Technique", in H.Allen and R.Campbell,eds, Teaching
English 53 a Second Languade, New York. ,Mc Graw-
Hill, 1972.,p.

o

11. FPaulston. op.cit.,p.1-79.
12. Widdowson, op.cit.  p. B7-78.

13. Geoffrey N.Leech,''Principles of Pragmatics',
Longman London., 1983.,p.
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"The Threshold Tevel” by Yan Eck and some other books

which support the writer’s th
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Chapter TII1 deals with the description of the

adverbial clause. As handbonks, the writer uses “Modern
English; & Practical Reference Guide" by Marcella
‘E‘r&mlfx,lul "Index to Modern English” by Thomas Lee
Crowell,JrlB an?n "Modern English, Second Edition by

Marcella Frank.

Chapter IV desribes some technigques of teaching the
adverblal clause communicatively based on the theories
proposed by Van Eck, Christina Bratt Paulston and Geoffrey
N.Leech.

Chapter V gives some conclusion and suggdestions

about the teaching of the adverbial clause communicatively

to the SMA students.

14. Van Eck,op.cit.,p.1-113.
15. Frank,op.cit.p.220-275.
16. Thomas Lee Crowell,Jr, ' Index to Modern

English", Singapure.,Kin Keong Printing Co,PTE.LTD.,p.9%92-
101.

17. Marcells FPrank, "Modern English, Second
Edition", Translated by Dra.3ri W.Socegondho., Jakarta

Penerbit Airlangga., 1989.,p.193--42.





