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ABSTRACT 
 

Viriani, Firsty. Form-Based Sentence Types Found in the Compositions 
of the Third Semester Students of the English Department of Widya 
Mandala Catholic University Surabaya. S1 Thesis. Faculty of 
Teacher Training and Education at Widya Mandala Catholic 
University Surabaya, 2013. 

 Advisors: (1) M. N. Siti Mina Tamah, Ph.D. (2) M. Josephine K. 
S., M.Pd. 

 
Keyterms: form-based sentence types, simple sentence, compound 

sentence, complex sentence, compound-complex sentence, 
composition. 

 
Writing is an important part of everyday life. It is a means of 

communication. Through writing, people communicate their ideas, 
feelings, and thoughts. However, a good writing is supposed to be 
colorful and lively. It should not be monotonous which can make the 
readers bored. In order to make the readers interested in one’s writing, 
many ways can be done to express an idea into a sentence. One of them is 
by varying sentence types. There are four form-based sentence types, 
namely simple sentences, compound sentences, complex sentences, and 
compound-complex sentences. A simple sentence has only one 
independent clause, while a compound sentence consists of two or more 
independent clauses. A complex sentence is composed of one 
independent clause and at least one dependent clause, while a compound-
complex sentence contains two or more independent clauses and at least 
one dependent clause. In writing a good composition, the important 
things are not only grammar, vocabulary, cohesiveness, coherence, or 
unity of the essay itself. The way the students put an idea into a sentence 
is essential as well. Therefore, the use of various sentence types is indeed 
important to make students’ writings more interesting.  

This study was a descriptive study which aimed at knowing what 
form-based sentence types are found in the compositions of the third 
semester students of the English Department of Widya Mandala 
University. The data in this study were taken from Writing II students’ 
Mid-term test of 2011-2012 academic year. They were required to write a 
descriptive text. There were three writing classes, A, B, and C with 50 
students in total. The writer took ten works as the representative of each 
class, so there were thirty students’ writings. In this thesis, the writer 
analyzed the data by classifying each form-based sentence types found in 
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students’ compositions and she calculated the percentage of each type to 
find the frequency of each sentence type. The writer discovered that 
simple sentences occurred the most with the total occurrence of 521 
(43,38%), followed by complex sentences with the total occurrence of 
435 (36,22%), while compound-complex sentences took the third place 
with the total occurrence of 137 (11,41%), and compound sentences the 
last place with the total occurrence of 108 (8,99%). Thus, the third 
semester students of the English Department of Widya Mandala 
University mostly produced simple sentences. The students should avoid 
the dominant use of a certain sentence type, specifically the use of simple 
sentences. They can actually use more various and complex sentence 
types in their writing to make it more interesting and engaging to read. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


