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ABSTRACT

Ellis claims that there are five interrelated
factors to be used as a framework for investigating
second language acquisition, namely situational
factors, linguistic input, learner differences, learner
processes, and linguistic output. Although all these
five factors appear to be essential for investigating
second language acquisition, Amy Tsui Bikemay c¢laims that
the kind of language input that has been made available
to the learners alcng with tke kifnd of interaction that
they have been involved in are the two factors that
have the most important effects on the second language
acquisition,

In a foreign language environment, Krashen claims
that classroom can serve as a place where comprehensible
input and modified interaction are available., What
happens in reality is different from what is expected.
The writer finds that most Indonesian senior high school
teachers - when they are teaching English reading
comprehension - seem to be unaware of the important
roles played by input and interaction in facilitating
learners' second lanpguage acquisition.

Attempting to analyze what has actually gone on
in the zeeding -comprehension-class at senior high
schools in Indonesiz in general and of SMAK-Santo
Stanislaus in particular,—the writer conducted this
study which aimed at determining whether the teacher
in the English xreading comprehension class of the fifth
semester of the social-science program~of SMAK Santo
Stanislaus provided the students with comprehengible
verbal input or not and whether thismparticularﬁ$eacher
created modified verbal interaction in Cthe classroom or
not. Vherecas from the students' side, this study tried
to determine whether the students gave the immediate
output to the teacher's input and whether they were
given opportunities to initiate the classroom discourse

or to respond to the teacher's initiation.
' This study was a qualitatively exploratory case
study under the category of the descriptive research.
This study was also a replication of Amy Tsui Bik-may's
and Lanawati Widjojo's studies in a different place for
different subjects. The subjects used in this study were
40 students of the fifth semester of the social-science
program taking English reading comprehengion lesson at
SMAK Santo Stanislaus along with their teacher. The



- emester of the
investigation was done dug§2&w§?iezéisid three tape
1989-1990 academic year. t;ec T ord the verbal input
recorders and three-?ausi ceuin the class under

and interaction teking I- 2 a once on 10 August
; ; 1 The recording was_done

inpvestigatione 45, To analyze the patterns of
1989 from 10.00_to 11.45. S ame input provided
verbal interaction, the verbal languags X )

by the teacher and its effecls on the immediate output
of the students, and the modified verbal input and inter-
action along with their effectliveness as a means of .
providing comprehensible input and enhancing interaction,
the data covered in the cassettes were transcribed and
analyzed using the Seventeen-Category System proposed by
Amy Tsui Bik-may with a slight modilicatlon as proposed
by Lanawatl Widjojo. Un the other hand, the non-verbal
input and interaction and scome of the categories such as
'marker', 'aside' and the like were out of the analysis.

: After analyzing the data, the writer found that
the teacher neither provided the students with enough
comprehensible verbal input nor created encugh modified
verbal interaction in the classrcom discourse. This was
proved py the fact that though the teacher modified the
verbal input, the students could not give any immediate
output to the verbal input provided since the teacher
used more repetitions than simplifications. The data
also show that the teacher dominated the classroom
talk; hence, there were only few opportunities for the
students to initiate the classroom discourse as well as
to respond to the teacher's initiation.

It is suggested that the teacher should know the
students' level of proficiency. This is meant to enable
them to provide input which is comppehepsible to the
students who, in turn, will enrich the interaction .
taking place in the classroom. inother suggeftlfguEZ
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