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foreign  language subject in schools beginning  fTrom the
Junior  High School.” Some Elementary schools  even give
their students English lessons beginning from the  fourth
YEAL .

When we consider the objectives of English teaching
im the Z3enior High School, we find the following points:

fay in the Fisld of Enowledoe

"To have a basic competence in ... English. and
Tt have a more advanced knowledges in one or
several of these subjects.”

(kY in the field of Skills

"Too have competency in reading/  comprehending
the  oontent of ... practical simple reading
materiale in English.”

{ver the years, a team of linguists and experienced
tmachers of the English language that has been appointed
by the Department of Educsation and Colture ( Depdikbud )
has tried to rearrange the curriculum design of teaching
Ernglishl as & {foreign languaogs used in the SMa, and finally
the new ocwrriculum 1s established. It is called "The
English Curpiculom of SMA 1984";:; it was firstly put  into
prachtice Tfor the first vear students of SMA  during  the
aochonl year of 19841985,

The English Curriculum of SMA 1984 ¢laims that the

temaching of Ernglish as a foreign language  should  be

R I Mababan, "Indonssia: The Language
Situation®, _anquage  Teaching Issues  in Multilingual

Environments in Southeast Asia. 1982, 9.

Y1pmid., 2i.
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this ocondibtion. the English Curvriculum  of SHMA 1984
enphasizes The teaching of resding as a major achisvement
in the students’ lamnguage deve . opment.

I'm  the Ernglish Curricolum of SMA 1784, there are
soms Nnew concepts that shouwld be included in the  reading
materials, namely the concepts of environment, demography,
"Wawasarn  Musantara', "Wamtibnas", and  emnployment, In
keeping with this change, new students’ books should have
been  designed by the Department of BEducation and Culture
to replace the old ones {( which is based on  the English

Curedeuluwn of SMA 1275 ). Yetb, until the rmew curriculum

i

has  been put  into practice  for bout 4  vyears, the
Department of Edoucation and Culturs has not established
any students’ books. Conseguaently. the BMA  teachers of
English have Lo wuss the textbosks that are made available
by private publishers, withowut any assurance whether the
texts are readable for the intznded students or not.

What is the importancs of readebility 7 SButaria
states that "the more readable a book is, the more uwuseful
it will be as an aid in teaching pupils“.7 It means that
it ds dmportant bto provide the right book for the reader

ao that his ability to read will increase.

As it has beesn statsd formerly, some new ifextbook

it

"Minda Cascolan Sutaria, Basic Readers for Engliszh
Teaching, Quszon City, Fhoesnix Fublishing House, 99.
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which are adapted +to the new concepts of the Englis
Curriculun of SMA 1784 have been sstablished by private
publishers, namely  “Paruntun Felajaran Bahasza  Inggris
Berdasarkan  FKurikuloam 1984"%, fActive English  for  SHMA,
Byllabus English, "Bahasa Iaggris", etc. Among  these

books ., LU seems Lhat "Penuntun Pelajaran  Bahasa Inggris

Furibulum 1984" has risen In favour - the
Eriglish  teachers of SME YFFI, SMe Fetra. SMA Dapena, SMA&
SBarnta Maria, SMA Stella Maris, etoc.  wse  this hook
MeEac sy s,

The writer happens to teach at SMA YFFI-I Surabavya.

e English teachers there alueo use "Fenuntun  Pelajaran

Irgoris  Berdasarkan HEoridkulum 1984"%.  The writer

Tirmds thet the first yvesr students often have no  interest

1 borsd when they come Lo the reading olass.  They
get difficultiss in reading, especially in wnderstanding
g conprehending the  reading passages  taken  from  the
books.  Therefore, the tesachsr  has to  btranslate almost
every senhence of the reading passages into Indonesian  so

that the students can get the idea of what the passages

[H]

are  sbout. This is, of course, time-consuming, and as &

result, bthe students find reading boring and troublesome,

i Bubtaria’s opinion above, the writer feels

intsrested  in making a descriptive study to investigate

toy whiat sxtent the readability of the reading materials in

lajaran Babasa In
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Furikulum 19347 1s for the first yvesr students of SHMA
VR LT Burabaya during the school vear of 19871988,

1.2. Statement of the Froblem

The main concern of this study is  to  investigate
wity  the marks of the first vear students of  &EMA YRFI-I
Surabaya during  the school year of 19871988 in  the
reading  comprehension test werse far from satisfactory -
40 A of the 00 students goit marks below &0,

The major gussticon thal guides this study is: To
what extent is the resdability of the reading matsrials in
the "Fernuntun  Felajaran Bahasa Inggris Berdasarkan
Miarrdikolum  1%984Y for  the first students of SHae YFFRI-I

Surabava during the school year of 1987-1988 7 This

guastion is specified into minor ones:

(1) Are  there many new or difficult words in the
23

reading passages

() Are there many complicated structures in the

raading passages 7

{(2) Are  the contents of the reading passages
Familiar to the students 7

{4} mre  the contents of the reading PRSSAOES
interesting to the students 7

(%) Are there any illustrations to simplify

vinzabulary, astructures, and hackground



bnowledge unfamiliar to the studesnts 7

1.3. The Objectives of the Study

Derived dirasctly Trom the above formulated
problemns, the major objisctive of the study is to

investigate to what extent the readability of the reading

matsrials  in the "Penuntun Pelajaran EBahasa Inggris

0t

Bardasarkan Furikbulum 1984" is for the first yvear students
of  BHA YPPI-I Surabave durirg th@ school yvear of 1987
1288, and the minor objectives ars to determine whether:
{1} There are many new or difficult words in the
reading passageEs.,
{2) Therse are many complicated structures in the
reading passages,
(%) The contents of <he reading passages are
familiar to the students,
{4y The contents of ithe reading passages are

interesting to the students,

(5} There are sone  dllustrations  to simplify
WOCADULAFY , structures, &l background

Erowledos unfamiliar to the students.

1.4. Significance of the Study

SBince reading  is the first language skill to  be

achieved in  the teaching of English and since it is



important to provide the right book for the reader, it 13
essential Tor  the tescher to know whether the reading

-_<

materials found in the textbooks are readable for the
students. The data and intTormation obtained from  this
study are euspecied to give the English teachers of  SMA
YR L] wnsights on the readability of  the reading

materials in  the “Fenuntun Felajaran Bahasa Inggris

arkan Euridkoloam 159847, The data and information will

alsa help the teacher find proper  materials which are

comprehensible so az  the students may increasse  their

ability to read.

1.5, Limitations of the Study

There are so many Tactxrs that may  influsnce  the

-t

achisvemsnt of reading comprehension, such az attitude,
motivation, intelligence, scheduling, class—-size, reading
materials, etc. To look for the depth of fthe analysis,
this study 1% necessary to be limited because of
limitations of time.

The writer will deal only with the problem of
reading materials that is the  readability aof  reading
materials in the "Fenuntun Pelajaran Bahasa Inggris
Berdasarkan  Foribulam 122847, There are a series of these

bocks for SM& students, beginning from the first until the

third  yvear. In this study, the writer wants to discuss



ohly the readability of the reading materials found in the
books  of the first year students, It consists of two
books - ane for the first semester and the other for the

sgoond sensster. Each book consist

UI

i

of fiftesn passages,
=0 there are thirty passages altogebthesr.

Thers are w0 many factors determining the
raadability of reading materials. However, the writer will
deal only with the problems of wvocabulary, structures,

hackground knowledge., personal intsrest, amd illustrations

iy

gncountsred  during the reading procsss that may lead  the
teacher  wses branslation in the reading class. The obher
factors  that may hinder the studesnts’ achievement in the

reading comprehension will not be discussed.

1.6. Theoretical Framework
This study is based on the following theories:

(1} Theory of Input

+

The  Input Hypothesis states that "acguisition”  takes
place as & result of the learner having understood
input that is & little bevond the current level of his

competence [ i.e. Lthe i + | level ).

(2Y Thaeaory of Affective Filter

The Affsctive Filter Hypothesis states that the filter
Hﬁtwphaﬁ D. Frashen, Tracy D. Terrell, The

Matural Aoproach: Language Acguidsitiaon in the Classrooibs
England, Fergamon Fress Lid., L9893, E2.
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controls how much input is converted into intake. it
because the Tactors which determine its
strength have to do with the learner’s motivation,
self-confidence, or anxisty state. Learnsrs with hinh

motivation, self-cenfid

o

mcs, and with low anxisty have
low filter= and so obtain and let in plenty of  input.
Learners with low motivation, little self-confidence,
and  high  anxdety have high Tilters and so receive

o
7

e dnput and allow even less inu

e

it
Theory of Reading

fBocording to o Goodman, in  the reading process A
proficient reader draws on three kinds of information:
graphophornic  information, syvntactic information, and
memnantic iﬁfmrmatigﬁ.io

Theory of Readability

Dupuis  and Askov indicate  that the four major
components  of readebility are: linguwistic factors in
the text, the reader’'s bazhkground information on  the

subject, the reader’s interest in the subject, and the

Christina Bratt Faulston, Mary Newton Bruder,

Teaching  Fnglish as a Second  Languadges Techniguwes and

Haﬁﬁachmﬁettgs Winthrop Publishers, @ Inc..,

&, 188,
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alds to reading found in the tgatnll

1.7. Assumptions

This study is based on the following assumptions:

(1) Reading comprehension is the first language shkill to
b achieved in the SMA.

(Z) The students have the average competency in learning
English -~ they have learned English in  the Junior
High Sohool.

(E) The students are motivated to achieve proficiepcy  in
the reading class,

{4y The "Faemunturn  Felajaramn Bahaza Inggris EBerdasarkan
Furikulum 1984" is widely wsed in the 5MA, especially

irt Surabava.

1.8. Definition of kKey Terms

Thiz final task is entitled “The FReadability of
Feading Materials in the Fenuntun Felajaran Bahasa Inggrils
Berdasarkan  kEurikolom 1984". To  avoid wmisunderstanding,

mome key hterms used in this study are defined below before

the writsyr proceeds the core of her study.

1Hary M. Dupuiz. Eunice M. Azkov, Content  Area

Reading: An Individualized Approach, New Jersey, Frentilce—
Hall, Inc., 1982, 234.
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the sum total of voocabulary, structures,

-, Readability is
hackaround kriowledge, prersonal interest, ard
Pllustrations within a given piece of printed materials
that afiscts the success which a group of readers have
with i1t. The success iz the extent +to which they
understand it, read it at optimum speed and  find it

intereatimg.lﬁ

« PBesding materials refer to those found in the "Pernuntun

Felajaran  Bahasa Inggris Berdasarkan  Eucibkoloum 12840
for  the Tirst year of SMA.

= Mew voocabulary refers to thase words which the learner

have never met in elther oral or written language.

. Difflcult vocabulary raefers to those wards whose
mesarmings bthe learner is not familiary with.

=, Complicated stroctures refer to  those with a great
rpumber  of long sentences and noumerous  occurrences of

infrequent or rare patterns.

1.9. Organization of the Thesis

This thezis consists of five chapters. Chapter I
deals with the background of the problem. statsment of the

problem, the objsctives, assumptions, and the limitations

of thea study, theoreticasl framawork, assunptions,

L
SRR : e s
Tibides 200
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definition of key ferms, and the

II Fre ien

faal

i3,

Tt
i

i Chapter presents

literature. Chapter Il desals with the

the  subiect of the study, instruments,

data collection, and thse techniguss for

findings  and  the interpretation of

presentad in Chapter IV. Chapter VY will

ared sugoestion of the siudy.

organization

af the

-4

0 T hes related

research design,

the procedures  of

data analvsis. The

the findings are

be the conclusion





