Adapted Play-based Learning to Support English
Language Development of Young Learners

A THESIS

By
Agustina RebekkaTaruli Nadeak, SH.
8212713016

English Education Department
Graduate School
Widya Mandala Catholic University
Surabaya
2018



Adapted Play-based Learning to Support English
Language Development of Young Learners

A THESIS
Presented to Widya Mandala Catholic University Surabaya
in partial fulfillment of the requirement for
the Degree of
Master in Teaching English as a Foreign Language

By
Agustina RebekkaTaruli Nadeak, SH.
8212713016

English Education Department
Graduate School
Widya Mandala Catholic University
Surabaya



Advisor’s Approval

This thesis entitled Adapted Play Based Learning to
Support English Language Development of Young
Learners prepared and submitted by Agustina Rebekka Taruli
Nadeak, SH / 8212713016 has been approved to be examined
by the Thesis Board of Examiners.

//\M%ML

Prof. Dr. Wuri Soedjatmiko
Thesis Advisor



Thesis Examinator Board’s Approval

This thesis entitled Adapted Play Based Learning to
Support English Language Development of Young
Learners prepared and submitted by Agustina Rebekka Taruli
Nadeak, SH / 8212713016 has been approved and examined by
the Thesis Board of Examiners.

Mateus Yumarnamto, Ph. D

Chair




ADAPTED PLAY BASED LEARNING

Statement of Authenticity
I declare that this thesis is my own writing, and it is true and
correct that I did not take any scholarly ideas or work from
others dishonestly. That all the cited works were quoted in

accordance with the ethical code of academic writing.

(Agustina Rebekka Taruli Nadeak, SH/ 8212713016)



ADAPTED PLAY BASED LEARNING

Statement of Authenticity
I also declare that I agree to submit my thesis entitled
“Adapted Play-based Learning to Support English
Language Development of Young Learners” to Widya
Mandala  Catholic UIniversity  lihrary  and fully
uideisiaind ihai it will be made public via Tnicinei and

other uses of online media.

Vi



Acknowledgements
I would like to thank to the greatest Lord Jesus Christ
who always gives me strength and power to make my dreams
finally coming true. Thank you Lord Jesus for your great

blessings in my life.

I would like to thank to Prof. Dr. Wuri Sedjatmiko as
my thesis advisor, Drs. Kuncoro Foe, G.Dip.Sc., Ph.D., Apt.,
as the Rector of Widya Mandala Catholic University, Prof. Dr.
J.S. Ami Soewandi as the Director of Graduate School, and Dr.
Hendra Tedjasuksmana, M. Hum. as the Head of English
Education Department. Thank you for all your supports and

patience to me.

I would also thank Bapak Mateus Yumarnamto, Ph.D.,
Ibu Dr. Ruruh Mindari as my examiners; all other friends in
MPBI-19 (Anton, Mbak Fella, Pristi, Mbak Sisca, Mbak Mei,
Pak Ahmed, Eliz, Martin, Br. Stanis, Pak Eman, Grace, Alyn,

Yuni, Pak Yoostadi, Pak Seto, Bu Iffah, and Peni — who has
vii



passed away) for the spirit of togetherness that they had shared
during class until now. All other friends from Thesis
Consultation class, Mbak Shanty, Mbak Diana, Bu Yara, and
Mbak Lisa for being so kind and supportive with me. To
Pascasarjana administrative officer Ibu Fifi, Ibu Novi, Ibu Rita,
Mas Putra and Mas Hari, thank you so much for your kindness

and support.

Many thanks also for the supporting family and friends:
Mama City Lamour Tobing, Papa Anggiat Nadeak (who has
passed away in July 2014), Uncle tulang Sudung, Aunt
nantulang Wiwik, cousins Monica, Mujisia and Albert. Uncle
Tulang Edu and the whole family in Medan. My mother in law
Mama Henny Kalangi, sister in law Kakak Dilyana, brother in
law Kakak Marcel, my niece Cely, my nephew Celvin and the

whole family in Manado.

To all my students and colleague teachers at Sekolah

Ciputra, Mr. Dylan Braithwaite and Ms. Kresna Yuswanti, Ms.
viii



Vidya Jaisaree, Ms. Diana Sumadianti, Ms. Carolina P. Seran,
Mr. Yan Yulius, Ms. Fenny Soekamto and Mr. Martin
Blackburn, as leaders of Sekolah Ciputra, thank you so much

for the opportunity and support.

And last, but not least, my husband Raymond
Damaiyanta Ransun and our beloved son Joel Christoffel
Hasiholan Ransun, whose smile and spirit would always give
me strength to fulfill my duties. Thank you so much for your

love, support and kindness.



Abstract
English language has already become the main tools for
communication world wide. To support this fact, there are
various strategies used in educational field all over the world.
One of strategy is by introducing English language since early
childhood educational level. In Indonesia, teaching young
learners with English as a medium of instruction has been a

great challenge to all of teachers.

“Rainbow” is one of a school in Surabaya, Indonesia
has been using English as their medium of instruction. It
introduces English since early childhood level with Play-based
Learning as the learning approaches. In Rainbow pre-school,
the researcher noticed that the learning process was planned by
the teachers from adapting the theories of play with the school
curriculum or International Baccalaureate. The researcher was
intended to find the reasons for the adaptation process. And

one of that was to eliminate a negative thought that play means
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“aimless activity”. Through this research, the researcher would
like to describe about how do the teachers at Rainbow pre-
school adapted Play-based Learning to support the young
learners English language development and how do the
practices of the adapted Play-based Learning could influence

young learners English language development.

Rainbow pre-school is a school under International
Baccalaureate Organization (IBO) and use Making the Primary
Years Programme (PYP) happen as the curriculum framework.
The school aims is to create young learners with international-
mindedness that have knowledges, skills, conceptual
understanding and  positive  attitudes.  International
Baccalaureate learning programmes use Transdisciplinary
theme where the learning programmes offers a balance
between learning about or through the subject areas, and
learning beyond them. The unit of inquiry during this research

was about Sharing the Planet and How We Express Ourselves.
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During the observations, teachers were using Play-based
Learning to teach the young learners. By this research was
visible that play as the proper learning approaches for young

learners with English as a medium of instruction.

Key words: Adapted, play, Play-based Learning, young
learners,  Primary  Years Programme, International

Baccalaureatte, Unit of Inquiry, Inquiry.
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