SYMBOLISM ANALYSIS IN FRANZ KAFKA'S
METAMORPHOSIS

A THESIS
In Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for
the Sarjana Pendidikan Degree
in English Language Teaching

Written By:
VANIA
1213014039

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT
FACULTY OF TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION
WIDYA MANDALA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY
2018



SURAT PERNYATAAN

[Fersama ini sayi:

Nama Vo o ) S
Nomor Pokok : 12l 2004 o3 -
Program Studi': Pendidikan _E'#‘r'vm 1 o -

Jurusan : Pendudikan _Bahesa L lr% ,
Fakultas » Kegurvan dan [lmu Pends qk:m Unika Widya Mandala Surabaya

Menyatakan dengan sesungguhnya bahwa skripsi suya yang berjudul:

—_ Synba 4-"’*“.5&111}._.‘“ Fum Ketkas Matumacphowms

benar-benar merupakan hasil karya saya sendiri. Apabila skripsi ini tcrnyal.l IllErup.ﬂ\.‘lll hasil
plagianisme, maka saya bersedia menerima sanksi berupa pembatalan kelulusan danf/utau
pencabutan gelar yang telah saya peroleh.

Demikianlah surat pernyataan ini sayva buat dengan scsungeubmya dan dengan penul

kesadaran.

Surabaya, 3 _ Mgy :‘.‘.QI:?
Yang membual pemyataan,

Muaterai Rp. 6.000,-

Mengetahui:
Dosen Pembimbing I/ Tunggal, Dosen Pembimbing 11,

Ao W, TWP i Senla SEis R

i



APPROVAL SHEET
hH

i i tiled SYMBOLISM  ANALYSIS IN FRANZ KAFKA'S
Thlgi‘ﬁhlﬂﬁll:l‘ﬂgasm prepared and submitted by Vania (1213014039) has been
&vedmheexamined by the Thesis Board of Examiners.

B w. M‘ Ed_‘ "‘- D-
) Yohanes N_l;mil;:; e

il



APPROVAL SHEET (II)
This thesis has been written and submitted by Vania (1213014039) for acquiring

Sarjana Pendidikan degree in Enghsh Language Teaching by the following board
examiners with grade of ___ on 16" July 2018.

[»

e

Prof. Dra. Anita Lie, MA.. Ed. D
Chairperson

i

i
Drs. B. Himawan S. W., M. Hum.

Teacher Trammg and Education Study Program

v



SURAT PERNYATAAN
PERSETUJUAN PUBLIKASI KARYA ILMIAH

Doeml Orkﬂlllhnllﬂ{lll imt Pongol:
lhuun, T i i oilies Ko
| & o IF’ .ﬂ ya sobagal mahasiswa Universitas vatoliv

Noma Mahasiswa p NANIA
Nomex Pokok Coweweyy
Program Studi Pendidikan ~ : _Fvap
Jurusan c _DAHA K NGRS B
Fakultas P KEOUeLAN OAN (L PENDIPT KA
Tanggal Lulus v M vt agnd

Dengan ini SETUJUADAK SETUMNS Skripsi atau Karya Imiah saya,

Judul ;

SYMOULIOGM  ANALYSYS "N FRANZ KAFKA 'S METAMORPHOD

Untuk dipublikasikan/ditampilkan di Intemet atau media lain (Digital Library Perpustakaan
Universitas Katolik Widya Mandala Surabaya) untuk kepentingan akademik sebatas
sesual undang-undang Hak Cipla yang berlaku.

Demikian surat pemyataan SETUJUITIDAK SETUJU? publikasi Karya limiah ini saya

bual dengan sebenarmya
Surabaya, 2 AGMOTUY 2044
Yang menyalakan,




ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

In this page, the writer would like to show her gratitude towards the people which

have helped the writer so far to accomplish this thesis:

1.

Yohanes Nugroho W., Ph. D., the writer’s advisor, who has always been so
patient with the writer. He has helped the writer very much in giving advices,
suggestions, and his piece of thought.

Hagqian Rizky, as the writer’s friend who also liked to remind the writer to do
her thesis in his own peculiar way; like recommending a nihilistic-themed
game when the writer tried to forget her thesis; and even during hangouts. The
writer would like to show her gratitude towards him who chose such a weird-
timing in reminding the writer.

Christian Bangkit Sanjaya, as the writer’s friend, who despite his daily

business, still encouraged the writer to do her thesis.

vi



TABLE OF CONTENTS

TITLE

Lembar Surat Pernyataan

Approval Sheet (I)

Approval Sheet (II)

Lembar Surat Pernyataan Persetujuan Publikasi Karya Ilmiah
Acknowledgements

Table of Contents

Abstract

CHAPTER 1 : INTRODUCTION
1.1. Background of the Study

1.2. Statement of the Problem

1.3. Objective of the Study

1.4. Significance of the Study

1.5. Theoretical Framework

1.6. Scope and Limitation

1.7. Definition of Key Terms

CHAPTER 2 : REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

2.1. Novella
2.2. Approaches in Literature
2.3. Symbolism in Literature

2.3.1. Difference between Symbol and Symbolism

2.3.2. Types of Symbol

2.3.3. Approach to Recognize Symbol in Literature

2.4. Existential Nihilism

2.4.1. Nihilism in Literature: Nihilism and Absurdity

2.5. Previous Studies

CHAPTER 3 : RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
3.1. Research Design

3.2. Data Source

3.3. Data

3.4. The Instrument

3.5. The Procedure of Data Collection

3.6. The Procedure of Data Analysis

CHAPTER 4 : ANALYSIS
4.1. Symbolism Existing in Metamorphosis
4.1.1. Archetype
vii

ii
iii
v

vi
vii

B e T U N S

10
12
13
13
14
15
17
18

20
20
21
21
21
22
22

24
24
25



4.1.1.1. Vermin
4.1.1.2. Apple
4.1.2. Metaphor
4.1.2.1. Food
4.1.2.2. Furniture and a Picture of a Woman in Fur
4.1.3. Allegory
4.1.3.1. Gregor’s Metamorphosis
4.2. The Meaning of the Novella
4.3. Existential Nihilism Represented in Metamorphosis
4.3.1. Meaninglessness of Life
4.3.2. Insignificance of Human
4.3.3. Isolated Individuals
CHAPTER 5 : CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION
5.1. Conclusion
5.1.1. Conclusion of the Symbolism
5.1.2. Conclusion of the Meaning of the Story
5.1.3. Conclusion of Nihilism Representation in the Story
5.2. Suggestions
Appendix
Bibliography

viii

25
26
28
28
33
36
37
41
49
49
51
53
56
56
56
57
58
60
63
71



ABSTRACT

Vania. (2018) Symbolism Analysis in Franz Kafka’s Metamorphosis. S-1 Thesis.
English Department of Widya Mandala Catholic University, Surabaya.

Advisor: Yohanes Nugroho W., Ph. D.

This study is considered as a qualitative and literary analysis study. Thus, it uses the
intrinsic part of the literary works. It analyzes a novella called Metamorphosis due to
its intriguing nature. This story is also often assumed to be a symbolic and nihilistic
story. Related to that, this study tries to find the symbolism in the novella, the true
meaning of the novella, and how nihilism is represented in the novella. Certainly, in
its finding of them, the study includes some theories related to the novella,
approaches to understand a literature, theories about symbolism, and theories about
existential nihilism.

This study finds that there are five important symbolisms found in the novella;
vermin, apple, food, furniture and a picture of a woman in fur, and Gregor’s
metamorphosis. The true meaning of the novella is about a severely ill man who is
‘murdered’ by his own purpose of life. Existential nihilism is represented in the story
in how Gregor’s purpose of life is meaningless, how Gregor is insignificant to his
family once he can no longer pay for his family’s bill, and how Gregor is isolated
from his family since none of his family members understands him.

Eventually, besides suggestion for the future researchers, the writer also suggests
people in general not to judge confusing story in one look and also form them to be
more open about one’s view and do not get offended by merely a belief—as long as it
does not harm anyone—because each person leads his/her own life, has his/her own
lesson, and thus his/her own belief.
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