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Abstract

Rosari, Elisabeth E. 2017. “The Influence of David Copperfield’s Social Conflict
toward His Personality in Charles Dickens’s David Copperfield”, S-1 thesis,
English Department Faculty of Teacher Training and Education, Widya
Mandala Catholic University, Surabaya.

Advisors: 1. Drs. B. Himawan Setyo Wibowo, M.Hum,
2. Maria Josephine K. S., M.Pd,

Keywords: Social conflict, David Copperfield

Novel is one of the literary works that describes human life. It concerns with
almost every aspect of life. In this study, the writer takes Charles Dickens’ David
Copperfield as the subject of her research. The study is an attempt to find out the
influence of social conflict faced by the David Copperfield towards his personality in
Charles Dickens’ David Copperfield. The primary research question is: What is the
influence of David Copperfield’s social conflict toward his personality in Charles
Dickens’s David Copperfield? The primary research question can be achieved
through the following questions : (1) What social conflict is experienced by David
Copperfield? (2) How is the personality of David Copperfield after experiencing
social conflict? This thesis is a qualitative study in the form of descriptive analysis.
The analysis theory is based on objective approach. The writer finds out that the main
social conflict faced by the main character is between David Copperfield and Uriah
Heep. The personality of David Copperfield after experiencing social conflict
remained the same. By answering the two guiding questions, the writer is able to
answer the primary question about the influence of David’s social conflict towards
his personality. The social conflict which David experienced between him and Uriah
did not affect his personality. The writer hopes and suggests it is more likely for other
researches to broaden the scope of study regarding this Charles Dickens’ David
Copperfield.
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