
iii 

 

Article Errors on Writing III Essays of English Department Students  

A THESIS 

In Partial Fulfilment of the Requirements  

for Sarjana Pendidikan Degree  

in English language Teaching 

 

By: 

Hafidz Noor Abdilah 

1213013054 

 

ENGLISH DEPARTMENT 

FACULTY OF TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION 

WIDYA MANDALA CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY  

SURABAYA 

2017 

 



iv 

 

 
 

 



v 

 

 
 

 

 



vi 

 

 
 

 

 

 



vii 

 

 



iii 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

First of all, the writer would like to express his greatest gratitude to Allah 

SWT who has blessed him through the whole process in finishing this thesis. The 

writer also would like to convey his biggest appreciation to those who have given 

their guidence and support, especially to those following names: 

1. Dra. Siti Mina Tamah, Ph.D., the writer’s advisor who has given important 

ideas and guided the writer to finish this thesis during her busy days. 

2. Dr. Bartolomeus Budiyono, M.Pd. and Trianawaty, M.Hum., the writer’s 

examiners who have given important inputs in this study. 

3. Other lectures and staffs in Widya Mandala, especially Mr. Ngadiman, Mr. 

Luluk, Pak Cris, Bu Irda, Bu Floren, Bu Intan, Mrs. Tari, who have given 

feedback, suggestion and support for the writer.  

4. Hoegeline Debby and Yosefina Fernandes, the writer’s triangulators who 

helped the writer analyzed the students’ works and gave useful ideas for this 

thesis. 

5. The writer’s beloved parents and family who have always supported and 

never-endingly prayed for the writer.  

6. All families in Yogyakarta and Bojonegoro who always mentioned the 

writer’s name in their prayers to finish this thesis. 

7. Indra, Frilly, Manfredus, Yeni, Billy, Gregorius, Hans, Yulius, Rudy, Ali 

Surya, Rico, Clementin, Sylvitia, Rosa, Monik, Irene, Mulia and the other 

friends who cannot mentioned one by one, who always motivated, 

supported and gave the ideas to the writer. 



iv 

 

8. Shafira Anggie, who supported the writer through her motivational words. 

9. The writer’s Cangkruk friends who cheer him up to finish this thesis fast. 

10. Batch 2013, Batch 2015, the chosen werewolves, SMC Motor Club and 

LPM members who with their own way supported him finishing this thesis. 

11. The writer’s senior and junior and all people whom he cannot mention one 

by one, who contributed in this thesis with their own way. 

 

Surabaya, 13 June 2017 

 

 

The Writer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



v 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 

APPROVAL SHEET (1) ………………………………………………………… i 

APPROVAL SHEET (2) ………………………………………………………… ii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ……………………………………………………… iii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS ………………………………………………………... v 

LIST OF TABLE ………………………………………………………………… vii 

LIST OF FIGURE ……………………………………………………………….. viii 

ABSTRACT ……………………………………………………………………..... ix 

CHAPTER 1 INTRODUCTION ……………………………………………… 1 

 1.1 Background of the Study ……………………………………………….….... 1 

 1.2 Statement of the Problem ………………………………………………….... 2 

 1.3  The Objectives of the Study ………………………………………………... 3 

 1.4  Theoretical Framework ……………………………………………………... 3 

 1.5 Scope and Limitation of the Study ………………………………………….. 4 

1.6 The Significance of the Study ………………………………………………. 4 

1.7 Definition of Key-terms …………………………………………………….. 4 

1.8 Organization of the Study …………………………………………………... 5 

CHAPTER 2 REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE  …………………….. 6 

2.1 The Nature of Writing ……………………………………………………… 6 

2.2 Explanation Text ……………………………………………………………. 6 

2.3 Error Analysis ………………………………………………………………. 7 

 2.3.1 Definition of Error Analysis ………………………………………... 7 

 2.3.2 Error …………………………………………………..…..………… 8 

 2.3.3 Mistakes …………………………………………………..………… 8 

2.4 Causes of Errors …………………………………………………………….. 8 

2.5 Types of Error ……………………………………………………………..... 10 

2.6 Article ……………………………………………………………................. 12 

 2.6.1 The Definite Article ………………………………………………… 15 

 2.6.2 The Indefinite Article ………………………………………………. 16 



vi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.7 Previous Study ……………………………………………………………… 17 

CHAPTER 3 RESEARCH METHOD ………………………………………… 19 

3.1 Researh Design ……………………………………………………………... 19 

3.2 Data Source …………………………………………………………………. 19 

3.3 The Subject …………………………………………………………………. 20 

3.4 The Instrument ……………………………………………………………… 20 

3.5 The Procedure of Data Collection ………………………………………….. 21 

3.6 Data Analysis Technique …………………………………………………… 21 

CHAPTER 4 DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION OF THE 

FINDINGS ………………………………………………………………………... 
24 

4.1 The Frequency of Type of Article Errors …………………………….……... 27 

4.2 The Possible Causes of Article Errors ………...…………………….............. 32 

4.3 Interpretation of the Findings ……………………………………………….. 34 

CHAPTER 5 CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS ……………………….. 38 

5.1 Conclusion …………………………………………………………………... 38 

5.2 Suggestions ………………………………………………………………….. 39 

BIBLIOGRAPHY ……………………………………………………………….. 41 

APPENDICES   

Appendix 1 

Table Identifying and Classifying the Types of Article Errors …………………… 
   43 

Appendix 2 

Table The Frequency of Possible Causes of Article Errors ……………………….. 
53 

Appendix 3 

Samples of Students’ Essay 
64 



vii 

 

LIST OF TABLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Table 2.1 Errors of Addition ……………………………………………………... 11 

  Table 2.2 Errors of Omission …………………………………………………….. 11 

  Table 2.3 Errors of Substitution ………………………………………………….. 12 

  Table 3.1 Identifying and Classifying the Types of Article Errors ………………. 20 

  Table 3.2 The Total Number of Each Type of Article Errors ……………………. 22 

Table 3.3 
The Frequency of Each Source of Article Errors Made by Each 

Students ………………………………………………………………... 
23 

Table 4.1 The Total Number of Each Type of Article Errors ……………………. 25 

 



viii 

 

LIST OF FIGURE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4.1 The Percentage of Source of Errors …………………………………… 26 

Figure 4.2 The Classification of Article ‘the’ …………………………………….. 27 

Figure 4.3 The Classification of Article ‘a’ ……………………………………….. 29 

Figure 4.4 The Classification of Article ‘an’ ……………………………………… 31 



ix 

 

 
ABSTRACT 

Abdilah, H., N. 2017. Article Errors on Writing III Essays of English Department 

Students, Widya Mandala Catholic University Surabaya. 

Advisor: Dra. Siti Mina Tamah, Ph.D. 

Keywords: Error Analysis, Article, Explanation Text, Writing III. 

 

Communication can be done through spoken and written forms. There are four 

language skills in learning English, reading, listening, speaking, and writing. The 

students think that writing is the most difficult language skill to be mastered 

because the writer needs to be knowledgeable in grammar, vocabulary, and 

spelling. Articles have an important role in English writing. The use of articles 

supports an understanding between the writer and reader; enabling the reader to 

locate where a noun or noun phrase is as well as identify if it is already 

understood. However, many students still do not know how to use articles 

correctly when they write a sentence. The purpose of this study is to find out the 

article errors in Explanation texts that the students made and the possible causes 

of the errors. The subjects were the Writing III students of the English Department 

of Widya Mandala Catholic University Surabaya and the data sources were their 

Explanation texts. The result was among the 45 students, 36 students committed 

error. The finding of this study showed that it consisted of 49 (48.04%) errors of 

addition, 39 (38.24%) errors of omission, and 14 (13.76%) errors of substitution.  
The errors were article ‘the’ 59 errors, article ‘a’ 38 errors, and article ‘an’ 5 

errors. The causes of the errors were L1 Interference 33 errors (27%), ignorance 

of rule restrictions 31 (26%) and false concepts hypothesized 57 errors (47%). 


