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ABSTRACT

In the English GBPP for SMA 1584, it 1s stated that
"Prepositional Phrases" 1is one of the sub-topics of English
learning that the second vear students should master. Realising
the fact that the second year students might have difficulties in
constructing the prepositional phrases, the writer, then,
interested 1in finding out the most troublesome element of it.
However, she 1limited the topic on prepesition of place and
directi'an only.

The writer conducted her experiments on the second year
students of SMA St. Louis I Surabaya. She analyzed the students'
works, c¢lassified and counted the errors encountered. She found
there were three types of errors which were mostly done by the
students. There were addition errors ( 4.9%), omission errors
(18.5%), substitution errors (76.6%).

These errors bring her to some possible reasons why
the students made such errors: First, the students were not aware
of the existence and the usage of the preposition of place and
direction in prepositional phrases. They used wrong prepositions
te construct right prepositional phrases. Second, the students
had not mastered the pattern of prepositiocnal phrases in which a
preposition should ke followed by a noun phrase or pronoun
phrase. Third, the students did not pay attention of the usages
and meanings of each preposition, in this case preposition of
place and direction, in order toc make a proper Prepositicnal
Phrase. Fourth, the students were not able to find out by
themselves the correct prepcsition for each Prepositional Phrase.

Based on the findings, she concluded that the students
still needed deeper explanations in order to understand preposi-
ticnal phrases more. Hopefully, the findings of this study may
give better informaticn about the way the students learn English
prepositional phrases in their efforts to master English as a
foreign language. Meanwhile, the findings are expected to be used
by English teachers as feedback to improve the teaching methods
especially the teaching of Prepositional Phrase. Therefore, the
teachers, by doing so, will help the students to get rid of, or
at least minimize, making errors in Prepositional Phrases.

The writer admitted that there were still a -lot of
weaknesses 1in completing this thesis. She expected that further
research 'would be done by other researchers in order to get
deeper information.
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