
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1. Dackground of The Problem 

Learning a foreign language is as important as learning a 

culture. It means that if someone learns a foreign language, he has 

to learn its culture, too. Since "language and culture are all closely 

associated ..• " 1 and "language is a key of component of culture". 2 

Theref ·e, he cannot learn a foreign language without learning its 

cult.ure. Otherwise he will get some troubles in communication with 

foreigners. 

Someone sometimes makes a little misunderstanding when he 

speaks with foreigners. He asks some questions which make the 

foreigners feel reluctant to answer. For example, he asks about the 

money they earn every month. He does not know that it is impolite 

to ask such kind of questions as he does not know much about the 

cultu1·e of those foreigners. In this case, when someone learns a 

foreign language, he has to learn its culture, too. 

1Illount Ben G., in Wifina Tanuwidjaja, P.n Annlysi.!LM 
~illJJlral__A~.Qccts Fo!md in Lado English Serj~, Thesis Unika '''id~·a 
Handala, Surabaya, 1~87, p.l 

2Huriel Saville and Troike, Foundationas for tcac'liQ.." as ..A 
5cegnd L11Ml!~ge : Theory and Method for Mul_ticult!JrgL Ec!ucatiqn, 
r~··..:ntice-lhll, luc., New Jersey, 1976, p. 45 
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In our country, the first foreign language is English. All 

the Junior, Senior High Schools and also Universities use English as 

a foreign language. Since culture and language are closely related, 

it is very important, then, to give the cultural items in teaching 

English as a foreign language to the non-speaking English students. 

It is in accordance with what Syed Muhammad Abdul Rauf states that 

a foreign language teacher must have thorough insights into the 

culture of his students as well as the culture of the language he is 

teaching. 3 Horeover Douglas says that culture is really an integral 

part of the interaction between language and thought. And cultural 

patterns, customs and ways of life are expressed in language.4 In 

short, te~ching language, specifically English in this context, should 

be followed by teaching its culture. 

At the English department of Widya Mandala Catholic 

University, Integrated Course is given in the first semester using 

Jack.C. Richard and M.N. Long's Breakthrough which consists of some 

cultural items in the part of speaking. The objective of the teaching 

of IC subject is that at the end of the teaching, the first semester 

students are expected to have integrated English skills in order that 

3 syeed Muhammad Abdur Rauf, "Culture and Reading 
Comprehension", Enr.1;sh Teaching Forum, April 1988, 
Vol. XXVI no. 2, p. 43 

4H.Douglas Brown, Pl'inciples of Language Learni.n_g__gnd 
Teaching, Prentice Hall, Inc., New Jersey, 1987, P!. 123 
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they can homogeneously follow the other subjects in English. 5 The 

integrated skills include Speaking, Writing, Listening, and Heading. 

···,,sides, since 1989 the English Department of Faculty of Teacher 

Tcdning and Education has released a policy, as stated by tl•e 

former Head of English Department, Dr. Wul'i Soedjatmiko, that among 

the Integrated skills, speaking skill Is given more emphasis or 

portion in the Integrated Course subject 

In line with ~his policy, since 1989 too, the English 

Departmen• has decided to replace the former text book of IC 

subject, 'lmdy I,ado English series 1-5, with the other text books 

en'..itled Breakthrough 1-3 by Jack C. Richard and H.N. Long. The 

reason why Breakthrough is chosen is: this book emphasizes on 

speaking ability because "eighty percent of the course materials 

deals with listening and spealdng". 6 It is in accordance with the 
,, 

policy that speaking skill is e;iven more emphasis or portion in the 

Integrated Course subject. Besides, B1·calcthrough is based on 

communicative approach. This means that the organizing principle of 

the course is teaching learners how to use language in different 

situations for different communicative purposes. 

" aBuku Pedo_man FKTP, Widya Mandala Catholic University, 
Sueabayn, 1991, p. 99 

6J.·C.l?ich:u·d nnd H.:-<. Long, Jlreakthrot!£:h book one, O~:fot·d 
Univet·Fit~· Press, Oxfoni, 1985, p. v 
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In communication, speaking takes an important part in 

communication. People communicate with each other through wriling 

nnd speaking. In writing people can communicate with ear:h other 

indirectly by using letter or written materials. Furthermore, 

sometimes people want to commpnicate directly, so they have to 

speak. In this case, people lil<e to speak directly than to write a 

letter. Therefore, speaking can be said as an important means to 

communicate. 

Language is viewed as a means for communicating. It is 

chiefly <~sed by the members of society to c'ommunicate or carry on 

their affairs. They use a certain language to communicate with 

others. For example, Frank is an American student who studies 

Indonesia art. He has to learn Indonesian language to communicate 

with his teachers or his fdends. If he cannot speak Indonesian at 

all, it is very difficult tq communicate with others. 

Language itself is closely related with culture; ~'";,,~e each 

language is a product of a particular culture and it reflects the 

culture of the people and their view of the world. In this case, the 

students who learn a foreign language should know about its 

culture. Therefore, students who learn English should learn its 

culture; at least they know something about its culture. 

In Widya Handala University, culture is introduced little by 

lillie since the first semester through the material for Integt•ated 

Course namely Jack c. Richard and r.t.N.Long's Breakthrough uook 

one, two, and three (for the further explanations, this book is 



mentioned as Breakthrough), In these books there are many cultural 

items implicitly stated through the speaking section. The IC teachet•s 

would explain some the cultural items while they are teaching this 

section. 

In fact, most of the first semester students cannot 

understand the cultural items found in Breakthrough easily. One of 

the reasons is because there are so many expressions to say 

something which cannot be understood clearly by the first semester 

students. This is proved from the interview between the writer and 

many of the first semester students. For example, the word 

"weekend", almost all the first semester students think that weekend 

is Saturday night. In reality, weekend for American people is Friday 

night until Sunday evening. It is because of different culture 

between Indonesian and American. If the first semester students do 

not have much knowledge about American culture, it is difficult to 

understand it. Therefore, the first semester students should be 

given an alternative source to get enough knowledge about the 

American culture. 

Based on the reason above, the writer is interested in 

analyzing the cultural items in the material for IC namely 

Breakthrough. She finds that there are a lot of cultural items in 

Breakthrough which should be understood by the first semester 

students. 



1.2. Statement of The Problem 

Since it is important to know the cultural items in learning 

English, the first semester students should understand them clearly. 

However, they have difficulty in understanding the cultural items, in 

this case the cultural items found in Breakthough book one, two and 

three. The writer finds three problems namely: 

1. What kind of cultural items are there in Jack Richard's 

Breakthrough? 

2. What are the possible meanings of cultural .,items found 

in Breakthrough? 

3. Are there any differences between American's and 

Indonesian's culture? 

1.3. The Objective of the Study 

Through this thesis, the writer intends to find the cultural 

items found in Breakthrough, and to describe the possible meanings 

of cultural items found in Breakthrough. Besides, she would like to 

explain the differences between American and Indonesian culture. 

1.4. Significance of the Study 

The ·writer hopes that this thesis gives some contributions 

concerning the cultural items found in Breakthrough to the students 

of Integrated Course at the English Department of Faculty of 

Teacher Training and Education, Widya Mandala_ Catholic University 



Surabaya. 

1.5. Theoretical Framework 

There are three kinds of theories the writer wants to 

explain concerning with this thesis. They are Language and Culture, 

Culture, and The Function of Language. 

1.5.1. Language and Culture. 

AS Hornby defined "language is as human and 

noninstinctive method of communication ideas, feelings and desires 

fy means of a 

~uman beings 

system of sounds and sounds symbols" 7• In this case, 

use language to communicate with others. Therefore, 

the most essential and perfect means of expression of communication 

is language. 

Language itself is a key component of culture because 

language is actually one of the elements of human culture. It is in 

accordance with Syeed Muhammad Abdur Rauf's statement in his 

article that a language does not exist in a vacuum. It is embedded in 

the culture of a people and reflects the totality of belief and 

sentiments of the speech community. 8 Furthermore, Pauline Tomasouw 

7 AS Hornby, Oxford Advanced Learner's DictionarY of 
Current English, Oxford University Press, London, 1986, p. 473 

8 syeed Muhammad Abdur Rauf, "Culture and Reading 
Comprehension", E.!::lglish' Teaching Forum, April 1988, vol. XXVI, p.44. 



says that a language learner who wants to communicate with 

individuals from other cultural background should understand the 

cultural behavior of others. 9 Therefore, language and culture cannot 

be separated from each other because they have close relationship. 

1.5.2. Culture. 

Culture is shaped by the people who live in certain society. 

This is because they have certain way of life. The examples of this 

are the way how they response to others the first time they meet 

and how they get dressed. Dr. Wuri Soedjatmiko states in her book 

entitle "Understanding American and Indonesian Cultures" that 

culture related to foreign language learning means "way of life", or 

"patterns of living", and consists of elements such as verbal and 

nonverbal behavior, attitudes, traits of people, standards and values 

which are considered good or proper by the culture bearers. 10 While 

Charles Felix Widjajakoesoema in his paper says 

"every culture has two forms which are called abstract and 
concrete. The abstract culture refers to certain situations, 

attitudes, beliefs, religious, table manners, fashions, greeting, 

etc. In the concrete culture, everything made by human 
which can be experienced with human sense, such as 

9 Pauline Tomasouw, Buku Materi Pokok Cross Cultural 
Understanding, Departemen Pendidikan dan Kebudayaan, Jakarta, 
1986, p. 1.1 

10wuri Soedjatmiko, Understanding American and Indonesian 
Cultures, Hidya ~landa]a Catholic University Press, Surabaya, 1987, 
p. 3 



ornaments, tools, furniture, and so on" . 11 

From the definitions above, it can be said that human bcingR h::we 

their own culture and the culture is passed from one generation to 

another. In other words, the culture of human beings takes an 

importan~ place in their life. 

1.5.3. The Function of Language. 

It is previously stated that every human being in this world 

has to speak with others; they have to communicate with other 

people by using a language. All the people learn at least one 

language to communicate. On the other hand, if a person does not 

learn a language, he will not be able to communicate with others. It 

is in line with what Raja T.Nasr states that main purpose of 

language is to communicate ideas and meanings. 12 While Jack C. 

Richard says that language has three views; the first view is the 

structural view, the second view is the functional view and the third 

is the interactional view. The functional view is the view that 

language is a means for communicating and giving messages. This 

theory emphasizes the semantic and communicative dimension rather 

llcharles Felix Widjajakoesoema, "Several Cultural Aspects in 
Teaching English Language", Widya Mandala Catholic University, 
Thesis 1983,p. 2 

12 Raja. T. Nasr, The Essentials of Linguistic Science, 
Longman Group Limited, London, 1984, p. 113 
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than merely the grammatical characteristic of language.13 In other 

words, people use language in order to be able to communicate in 

the society, as in communication each of them wants to express their 

needs such as their feeling, their ideas and others. 

1.6. Research Methodology 

In trying to fulfill the aims of this thesis, the writer uses 

content analysis to analyze the cultural items found in Breakthrough. 

"Content analysis" means analyzing particular data to 

evaluate its value, appropriateness and accuracy. In this thesis, the 

data which will be evaluated are the cultural items found in 

Breakthrough whether or not they can be understood with the 

possible meanings. 

The research design is then explained through the following 

procedures. 

A. Theoretical framework of reference. 

B. Phase I 

Research question---sampling---categorizing---

measuring, 

C. Phase II : 

Data extracting----inferring----concluding. 

13 Jack C. Richard and Theodore S. Rodgers, Ar.l:'.':.'~_rhes a!}<! 
~lethods in Language Teaching, Cambrigde University Pres:o, United 
States of America, 1986,p. 17 
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D. Phase III: 

Back check through other means of analysis. 14 

I. 7. Scope and Limitation 

Breakthrough which is written by Jack c. Richard and 

t-t.N.Long is a series of English books which are written based on a 

communicative approach to teaching English. It consists of three 

series for students, three series for teachers, three series for 

students' workbooks, and a set of tapes. 

For student's book, Breakthrough series contains of 14 

units. Each unit contains: 

a) A conversation section with the heading Conversation in 

context. These are for listening only and are used to 
present the vocabulary and functions of unit. Then follows 

Ways to say it. In this section, the functions illustrated in 

the dialogue are displayed, and additional ways of 

expressing a particular function are provided. A series of 

practice exercises are prepared in Pair up and practice. 

These move from controlled to freer practice of the language 

functions. 

b) A Writing section is generally a short writing task, 

which practices a writing skill associated with the theme of 

the unit. 

c) A Reading section, contains a reading text and a number 

of different reading tasks. The reading passages are 

14wuri Soedjatmiko, Content Analysis unpublished paper, 
1990, p. 3 
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thematically related to the unit.15 

In this thesis the writer limits her study to the 

conversation sections with the headings Ways to say it and Pair up 

and practice. She chooses both sections because she analyzes 

cultural items found in the speaking section. She does not discuss 

the writing and reading sections. 

1.8. Definitions of the Key Terms 

In this thesis the writer needs to explain some terms, 

namely Analysis, Cultural items and Breakthrough. 

1.8 • .1. Analysis. 

According to Advanced Learner's Dictionary of Current 

English by Hornby, the word analysis means " a careful examination 

of something that is written or done in order to find out the 

problem solving as much as possible" •16 The writer takes this 

definition because she wants to examine cultural items in 

Breakthrough in order to find out the possible meanings of cultural 

ilems. 

15Jack Richard and H.N.Long, Breakthrough book one, 
Teacher's book, Oxford University Press, 1987, 
p. 2-5 

16AS. Hornby in Juanna Tjin, "An Analysis of Reading 
Comprehension Summative Test Items of The Second Grade ldJ.1.A!~,\::U 
of St'-IAK Stella 1-laris Surabaya", Thesis Unika Widya Mandala, 
Surabaya, 1989, p. 16 
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1.8.2. Cultural items. 

This term is defined as "the ideas, thoughts, customs, terms, 

skills, arts, and tools, which characterize a given group of people 

in a given period of time.17 Cultural items in Breakthrough are 

found as ideas, thoughts, customs, terms because they reflect the 

everyday American life. For example, in introducing a friend, it is 

just said his new friend, Anne, to Tony. It is unnecessary to give 

long introduction like what we usually do. 

1.8.3.Breakthrough 

This books written by Jack C.Richard and M.N.Long, is a set 

of English text books for upper secondary school students, young 

adults, and adults who have had two or more years of study of 

English but who lack basic functional communication skills in 

English. This book has some general objectives, one of the objectives 

is to give learners confidence in using English for real 

communication, by providing experiences which enable them to 

successfully perform different communicative tasks in English. 18 

There are two kinds of Breakthrough, namely American 

Bre11kthrough and British Breakthrough. Actually those two books 

17Pauline Tomasouw, Buku Materi Pokok Cross Gulturn.l 
Understanding, Departemen Pendidikan dan Kebudayaan, Jakarta, 
1986,p. 1.3. 

lSJack C.Richard and M.N. Long, Brea_j{_jJJJ:.OU rz.h, Oxf'-'t'J 
University Press, Oxford, 1988. 
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are the same, except for the cassettes in which the editors change 

the spellings and the accents on the cassettes. Its cover is also 

different. American Breakthrough's cover is black while British 

Breakthrough is white. At Widya Mandala University English 

Department, the Integrated Course's teachers use American 

Breakthrough because British Breakthrough has not available yet 

and it is difficult to be found in 1989. 

1.9. Organization of the Thesis 

This thesis consists of five chapters. Chapter I is about 

the introduction, chapter II discusses the review of the related 

literature. In chapter III the writer discusses the research 

methodology of the study, and in chapter IV she discusses the 

findings and discussion. In the last part, namely chapter V, she 

includes the summary and suggestions. 


